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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 130 


United States Government Despatch Agency 
4 Trafalgar Square, U.C. 

London, 

November 26, 1883 


Hon. Horatio C. Burchard 
Director of the Mint 
Treasury Department 


Sir: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Report upon the Production of Gold 
and Silver, 1882, and I desire to return you my best thanks for this most interesting and 
instructive book. 


I think it was in the summer of 1867 that I sold to the Mint in Philadelphia the machine 
for engraving dies. I have from time to time been informed that their machine was in perfect 
order and continued to give complete satisfaction. 


I have heard nothing about it lately and I venture to ask if it is still in operation and if so 
how it continues to work. 


The machine in use at Messrs. Wyores at the time yours was sent is in as good condition 
as ever and is constantly employed but the Messrs. Wyores have much more work that it is 
capable of turning out, and they have made some new machines in which they have introduced 
some important improvements. 


I shall be happy to report these improvements to you if you desire it. 


They can increase or decrease the relief and make this great variation from the model 
while working, among other things &c. &c. 


They (Messrs. Wyores) have in conjunction with Sir. Joseph Whitworth experimented 
upon and brought out some superior examples of steel for dies, which steel they have kept to 
themselves. 


A few years ago I got a lot of steel for your Mint through the British Mint, and then your 
Mint considered that steel to be better than any it had before used, - Messrs. Wyores then had 
their steel from the same source but they consider their present steel as being very much better. 


Shall I order some steel from Wyores, for you to try it & if so please indicate the sizes & 
shapes. 


Your obedient servant 
B-F. Stevens 


